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versial massacre,
which was carried out
by members of the
church who belonged to
a local militia, under
orders from church
leaders in Iron County.
She even thought she
might be excommuni-
cated for her objective
take on the tragedy,
Lyman says.

She never faced any
official church dis-
cipline, but Lyman says
many of her St. George
neighbors snubbed her
and her family follow-
ing the national publica-
tion of “The Mountain
Meadows Massacre.”
Yet she continued to
write, eventually au-
thoring a total of 16
works and continuing to
mold the “new Mormon
history” that continues
to unfold in a lecture
series named for her.

“It’s a great tribute
to a courageous lady —
kind of a battle axe,”
Lyman says of the se-
ries.

His 2010 lecture,
“Southern Paiute Rela-
tions With Their Early
Dixie Mormon Neigh-
bors,” followed a
Brooks-like course,
examining the often
disproportionate
friendship between the
Paiute natives of Utah’s
Dixie and the LDS set-
tlers. 

Included in his lec-
ture was the decimation
of the Tonaquint Band
of Paiutes that once
lived along the Santa
Clara River. Lyman, a
descendant of an early
LDS leader, hypothe-
sized that they died of a
disease — possible
smallpox — brought to
the area by white set-
tlers. 

membership in the
church.

“She founded a whole
new philosophy on writ-
ing history in Utah,”
Alder says. “She is the
most important woman
to ever live in Washing-
ton County.”

And Alder knows the
history of Washington
County quite well. In
the 1990s he co-au-
thored “History of
Washington County:
From Isolation To Des-
tination” with Brooks’
son Karl, a former may-
or of St. George.

Her influence was so
great that she even had
a lecture series named
for her five years be-
fore her 1989 death. In
1984, Obert C. Tanner,
founder of O.C. Tanner
Co., endowed the Juani-
ta Brooks Lectures
Series at what is now
Dixie State University,
the same institution
where Brooks herself
was an instructor for a
time. 

Each year a different
respected scholar from
throughout Utah and
across the United State
comes to St. George to
deliver the lecture.

Like Brooks, many of
the scholars have writ-
ten about Mormon his-
tory. 

Some of them share
her membership in the
church, others do not.
But they all have a com-
mon goal: objective
history over partisan
posturing. 

In many ways, they
are the children of her
legacy.

“(‘The Mountain
Meadows Massacre’)
had a huge impact on all
the writing in Mormon
history today,” Alder
says. “She essentially
founded what we now
call the ‘new Mormon
history.’”

Leo Lyman, another
local historian, deliv-
ered the lecture in 2010.
He says it was a great
honor. Like Alder, he
holds Brooks in high
regard.

Brooks knew the
LDS Church would not
be happy about her
digging into the contro-

Now Alder, acting as
editor, has collected
Lyman’s lecture and 29
others in a single vol-
ume called “Honoring
Juanita Brooks.” Re-
cently released, the
book is available for
$20 at DSU’s bookstores
as well as Desert Book
and Little Professor in
St. George.

“It’s a great cross-
section of Utah Mor-
mon history,” Lyman
says of the book.

Among the lecture’s
authors are prominent
historians like Levi S.
Peterson (1989) and
Pulitzer Prize-winner
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
(1992). While most are
LDS, some like Jan
Shipps (1987) and Larry
Logue (1990), are not.
Similarly, some are
locals like Hurricane
native W. Paul Reeve
(2007) and Cedar City
resident Wayne K. Hin-
ton (2001), while others
come from northern
Utah or even other
states.

The work of some of
these historians show
just how far the “new
Mormon history” has
come since Brooks be-
gan her research. This
year’s lecture on the
first trial of John D.
Lee, the only man exe-
cuted for his role in the
massacre, was deliv-
ered by Richard E. 

Turley Jr., who works
for the LDS Church’s
official history depart-
ment but also co-au-
thored “Massacre at
Mountain Meadows”
(2011), a candid and
objective account of the
event.

Unlike Brooks’ expe-
rience, the church coop-
erated with Turley and
his co-authors, allowing
them access to myriad
documents unavailable

to Brooks at the time.
Alder says church his-
torian now look at
Brooks as a heroine
rather than an adver-
sary.

“She became an icon
because she created
this new idea of writing
(LDS) history objec-
tively,” he says.

Alder even goes so
far as to call St. George
the “capitol of the intel-
lectual history of Mor-
monism,” so it’s fitting
that a lecture series in
her honor is based here.
The Juanita Brooks
Lectures are tradition-
ally delivered at the St.
George LDS Tabernac-
le.

The next lecture is
scheduled for March
25. It will feature Todd
M. Compton, winner of
the University of Utah’s
Juanita Brooks Prize in
Mormon Studies for his
book, “A Frontier Life:
Jacob Hamblin, Explor-
er and Indian Mission-
ary.”

Alder says he decid-
ed to compile the 30
lectures now because it
would be difficult to
collect many more in a
single volume.

“This is a serious
thing,” he says, hefting
the 854-page book.
“This is not light.”

Follow Brian Passey
at Facebook.com/Pas-
seyBrian or on Twitter
@BrianPassey.
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“Honoring Juanita Brooks”
compiles 30 years of historical
lectures delivered at Dixie
State University’s Juanita
Brooks Lecture Series.
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Historian and former Dixie
College President Douglas
Alder edited “Honoring
Juanita Brooks.”
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Juanita Brooks set a
precedent for objective
historical studies of Mormon
culture with her 1950 book
“The Mountain Meadows
Massacre.”

“She essentially
founded what we
now call the ‘new
Mormon history.’”
DOUGLAS ALDER
Historian and author
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1. Massachusetts. 2. The Amazon River. 3. Fiji.

4. Austria. 5. Turkey. 6. Greece. 7. New York City. 8.
London.

of the evening and res-
taurant. 

Highlights from 2014
included a lamb slider
with a mint aioli from
ZINC ( zinc-ket-
chum.com) and a lamb
meatloaf at Cristina’s
Restaurant ( cristinasof-
sunvalley.com). 

The whole thing
couldn’t be simpler.
Leave your wallet home.
Show up. Eat. Walk a
block to the next restau-
rant. Eat some more.
Repeat multiple times.
Vote at the end of the
night for your favorite. 

Sheep Folklife Fair
If you didn’t get your

fill or lamb on Friday
night, head to the Sheep
Folklife Fair in Hailey
on Saturday and hit the
food booths for more
lamb dishes. One of the
vendors to definitely try
is Chris Kastner, the
chef at CK’s Real Food (
ckrealfood.com), where
they regularly have a
lamb dish on the menu. 

The Fair also includes
dancing and music in
traditional costumes by
various ethnic groups,
such as the Basques,
who have played a prom-
inent role in the area’s
sheep ranching history,
live sheep-shearing
demonstrations, all sorts
of products made from
wool and the chance to
enter a traditional sheep-
herders camper. 

Championship
Sheepdog trials

You’ll get a chance to
see top-flight athletes
perform at their very
best on Saturday and
Sunday at this event held
in Hailey. Watch as
sheepherders and their
dogs, using just whistle
commands, move groups
of sheep around a field
and get them into a pen
in just minutes. 

If you haven’t seen it
before, there is running
commentary from an
announcer to let you
know the finer points of
what is happening, and
you’ll marvel at just how
fast and far the dogs can
run to get their job done. 

Trailing of the
Sheep Parade

This event on Sunday
at noon has all the charm
of a traditional small-
town holiday parade —
until it comes to the last
entry. That’s when local
shepherds herd more
than 1,000 sheep right
down Ketchum’s Main
Street right past the
parade onlookers. 

We’ve had the privi-
lege of traveling to many
countries to attend many
different festivals, and
watching a thousand
sheep move past us on a
downtown street was a
memory we’ll never
forget. 

Kathleen Curry and
Geoff Griffin host the
weekly Travel Brigade
Radio Show podcast.
Find them at TravelBri-
gade.com and follow
them on Twitter @Trav-
elBrigade. 
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gage, etc. Since we flew
from St. George
through Denver, I knew
there was a slight possi-
bility of a weather is-
sue. Luckily, all flights
were on time and my 36
1⁄2 pound bag arrived
safely. If you’ve read
my previous columns,
then you know 36 1⁄2
pounds is a huge im-
provement for me. 

Who knew I could
travel in Europe for two
weeks and still have
room for souvenirs in
one suitcase? 

Although my motives
for arriving early were
mainly based on the
fact that I did not want

to start my river cruise
with a severe case of jet
lag or lost bags, Am-
sterdam proved to be a
very pleasant surprise
and an excellent place
to start my vacation. In
fact, I wish I would
have added a few more
days there. 

Many river cruises
and ocean cruises begin
in Amsterdam and I
highly recommend ex-
tra time in this charm-
ing city. 

Even though we only
had a short time, we
made the most of it. We
enjoyed many of the
highlights including a
canal cruise; a visit to
the Van Gogh Museum;
the sobering tour of the
Anne Frank House;
shopping; and snacking
on more Stroopwafel

than I care to admit.
Stroopwafel is best de-
scribed as waffle made
from two thin layers of
baked dough with a
carmel-like syrup in the
middle. Of course, my
carry on is now full of
Stroopwafel but I don’t
think it will make it
through the end of the
week as I catch myself
snacking on it daily. 

In addition to the
beauty and delicious
food, Amsterdam is full
of very friendly people.
Everyone we encoun-
tered spoke excellent
English and were very
eager to help us with
directions and recom-
mendations.

In addition to the
food and people, the
highlight was the Van
Gogh museum. Since I

had recently traveled to
Arles, France in July, I
could not wait to see
some of my favorite
Van Gogh masterpieces. 

Van Gogh created
some of his most fam-
ous works of art during
his time living in his
yellow house in Arles. I
had tears in my eyes
when I saw the Sunflow-
er, Iris, and The Yellow
House paintings in per-
son. 

Of course I had tears
in my eyes again later
that afternoon at the
Anne Frank House, this
time for a much differ-
ent reason. 

Even though it’s been
25 years since my high
school English teacher
gave me an assignment
to read from her dia-
ries, I still recall the

emotion I experienced
then. 

Being in the house,
seeing the photos, and
hearing the stories real-
ly brought the diaries to
life and it should not be
missed in Amsterdam. 

Although there are
many things I love
about travel, the one
thing I enjoy most is the
ability to experience the
things I’ve only read
about. 

Traveling to Am-
sterdam was like having
my Art and History
books open again and I
hope to return again
someday. 

Of course, it will be
even easier now that
Delta offers a nonstop
flight from Salt Lake.
Just one quick connec-
tion from St. George

and you can wake up in
one of Europe’s histori-
cal and quaint cities.
Since some of the most
popular river cruise
itineraries start in Am-
sterdam and end in Bu-
dapest, it is in my opi-
nion, the best way to
start a river cruise. 

I can’t wait to share
the rest of my Rhine
river cruise experience
in a few weeks but for
now, I must sign off.
Hilltop castles and
quaint villages lining
the river banks of the
Rhine are waiting for
me. 

Celece Seegmiller is
the local owner of The
Travel Connection in St.
George. Email her at
celece@stgeorgetra-
vel.com
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