
Juanita Brooks changed the face of Mormon his-
tory.

The late St. George historian is best known for
“The Mountain Meadows Massacre” (1950) — the
first definitive study of its titular event. But the
book did more than shine a light on what was, per-
haps, Utah’s darkest hour. It altered how historians
research and depict The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

Prior to Brooks, there were two predominant
kinds of history being written about the LDS
Church, says Douglas Alder, a Southern Utah histo-
rian and former president of Dixie College (now
Dixie State University). There was the “faithful
history,” written by members of the church, often
with a bias toward their faith that might include
sweeping some less-savory aspects under the rug.
And there was the “anti-Mormon history,” written
by those with the opposite kind of bias.

Then Brooks came along — a Latter-day Saint
with a determination to tell a truthful history, no
matter how unsavory, while maintaining her faithful
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Juanita Brooks changed the face of Mormon history and influenced a lecture
series that inspired the new compilation, “Honoring Juanita Brooks.” See HISTORIAN, Page D4
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Thanks to modern technol-
ogy and the internet, I have
another beautiful view from
my office today. I’m sitting on
the Viking Kvasir in Cologne,
Germany and the lights are
twinkling along the banks of
the Rhine River. 

I’ve just returned from a
tour of the city, shopping and a
delicious lunch consisting of
Goulash, soft pretzels, and of
course, Kolsch. This week, I
have the wonderful opportuni-
ty to travel with my mother on
Viking River Cruises Rhine
Getaway itinerary from Am-
sterdam to Basel. Although we
have only been on the Kvasir
for two nights, I can tell it will
be an incredible experience
and I look forward to sharing
it in my upcoming article in
two weeks. 

However, my topic for this
particular column was in-
spired by my pre-cruise activ-
ities in Amsterdam.

Whenever I go on a river
cruise or ocean cruise, I al-
ways arrive a few days early.
This alleviates any problems
that could arise from inclem-
ent weather, delays, lost lug-
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See CONNECTION, Page D4

The Sun Valley area of Idaho
is beautiful in the fall. With the
leaves turning and perfect tem-
peratures, it’s a great time for a
getaway to this destination. 

As if the fall beauty wasn’t
enough to warrant a visit, the
towns of Ketchum and Hailey
also hold a festival every Octo-
ber that lets visitors eat unique
dishes prepared by top chefs for
free, learn about the history and
culture of the area, watch cham-
pions perform at the top of their
game and witness an event they
will probably never see the likes

of anywhere else.
In an area that has become an

international travel destination,
the Trailing of the Sheep Festi-
val ( trailingofthesheep.org) was
created to commemorate the
history of sheepherding and the
major role it once played in the
economy of the area. It has de-
veloped into five days full of din-
ing, festivals, events and a
unique parade offering some-
thing for every type of traveler.
Here are some of the highlights. 

For the Love of Lamb
Travelers come from around

the world to try the cuisine of the
top-flight chefs whose restau-

rants populate the town of Ket-
chumand are willing to pay good
money to do so. On Friday night
of the Festival, chefs from
around town battle it out to see
who can come up with the best
recipe for lamb. Who benefits
from this battle? You, the visi-
tor! You get to try all of them for
free and then vote on which one
you thought was best. 

Just walk around town (Ket-
chum consists of just a few
blocks) to the different partici-
pating restaurants (there were
nine in 2014), and there’s a lamb
dish set up and waiting for those
who stop by. Lines vary by time 

Sun Valley fall festivals commemorate shepherding 
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One of the highlights of the Trailing of the Sheep Festival is the
Championship Sheepdog Trials where top dogs show their herding skills.See FESTIVALS, Page D4

TRAVEL TRIVIA
1. Plymouth, the site of the first
Thanksgiving, is found in which
state?
2. Name the South American river
that has the most water of any river
flowing out of it, and that is the
second longest river in the world.
3. The movie “Castaway” with Tom
Hanks was filmed on an island of
which South Pacific country?
4. In which European country would
you find Linz, Salzburg, Vienna and
Innsbruck?
5. To visit the Blue Mosque in Istan-
bul or to get Angora wool in Anka-
ra, which country would you travel
to?
6. If Apollo, Athena, Zeus and
Poseidon lived today, their passports
would be from which country?
7. The Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade is
held in which city?
8. Piccadilly Circus, Royal Albert Hall,
The Eye, and Trafalgar Square are
found in which city? 
Answers on D4
Quiz courtesy of Gary Sorensen at
Morris Murdock Travel.


