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There’s something about
warm water that is a universal
signal to slow down, kick back
and relax. In the case of the
town of Lava Hot Springs, the
hot thermal waters that come
bubbling up through the ground
are reason enough to enjoy
some rest and rejuvenation, but
the entire feel of this small
Idaho town encourages you to
take it easy and simply sit and
soak.

The completely natural ther-
mal waters, which contain no
sulfur, chlorine or other chem-

icals, can be accessed 363 days
each year at the Lava Hot
Springs Hot Pools. The pools are
run by the state of Idaho, with
full-day passes available at
$5.50 for adults on weekdays
and $9 on weekends. The facil-
ity, which has locker rooms and
is open until 11 p.m. in the sum-
mer, features cement decks and
places to sit or even lie down in
the water.

The different pools have
temperatures of water ranging
from 102 to 112 degrees, so you
can start at the low end and
work your way up.

After you’ve loosened up in
the water, hop out and get a

massage right at the pools
through Aura Soma Lava. The
menu includes Ashiatsu, where
the therapist stands above you
and massages you with their
feet.

Hotel hot pools
Since the early 1900s, claims

have been made about the heal-
ing benefits of the waters, in-
cluding that an evening soak
will let you sleep better. While
the waters certainly help, it also
doesn’t hurt that there are sev-
eral hotel options in town to 

Warm waters of an Idaho town 
By Kathleen Curry 
and Geoff Griffin
For The Spectrum & Daily News

The Lava Hot Springs Inn has several hot pools located on the property.
COURTESY LAVA HOT SPRINGS INN

Lava Hot Springs offers affordable relaxation

See WATERS, Page C5
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10am-6pm
At the Dixie Center

May 16th
May 17th

The Utah Shakespeare Fes-
tival recently revealed its 2015
season, eight exciting and
diverse comedies, musicals,
tragedies and histories run-
ning from June to October. 

Artistic Directors David
Ivers and Brian Vaughn an-
nounced the season, which
includes four Shakespeare
classics, a Rodgers and Ham-
merstein musical, a classic
American farce, one of the
world’s greatest suspense
thrillers and the story of the
famous composer, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart.

Tickets for the 2015 season
go on sale June 23. They are
available via the Festival web-
site, bard.org; telephone, 800-
PLAYTIX; or at the ticket
offices at the Adams Shake-
spearean and Randall L. Jones
theatres.

The Adams Shakespearean
Theatre will feature three
plays by William Shakespeare,
playing from June to August.
First is the Festival’s continu-
ation of its History Cycle with
the fourth play in Shake-
speare’s theatrical chronicle
of England and its kings:
“Henry IV Part Two.” “Henry
IV Part Two” picks up where
Henry IV Part One left off.

Also in the Adams Theatre
will be two of the Bard’s great-
est works, “King Lear” and
“The Taming of the Shrew” —
two shows on opposite ends of
the theatrical spectrum. One
demonstrates a mighty king
who falls into a state of tragic
disintegration and madness
while the other is a witty, slap-
stick comedy about the battle
of the sexes.

Shakespeare
Festival
touts 2015
show list
For The Spectrum & Daily News

See SHAKESPEARE, Page C5

TRAVEL TRIVIA
Test your travel knowledge
with a weekly travel quiz
from Gary Sorensen, regional
manager for Morris Murdock
Travel.
1. Name the famous beach in
Honolulu.
2. The La Paz airport is at
13,323 feet in elevation;
which country is it in?
3. Where would you find the
historic London Bridge?
4. In which city would you
find Market Street, Union
Square and Coit Tower?
5. Which Ohio city is home to
the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame and sits on the shores
of Lake Erie?
6. Name the desert that
stretches across most of North
Africa?
7. French Polynesia has three
major tourist islands: Moorea,
Bora Bora and ______?
8. Will my cell phone work on
a cruise ship?
Answers are on C2

For approximately the
last 15 years, no matter what
sport they were playing, no
matter how introductory or
advanced the level, Taylor
and Tanner Webster always
knew if they looked to the
sidelines, they would be able
to find their mother. 

Usually with a camera
around her neck.

“She never missed a
game in my high school ca-
reer,” said Tanner, who
played football for Dixie
High School and recently
wrapped up his final season
with the DHS baseball team.

Looking back on all the
hours she’s spent, not only
on the sidelines but on the
road, traveling to attend
away games as well as the
ones at home, Mauri Web-
ster says it was, “time well
spent,” getting a little emo-
tional when she considers
the fact that it’s all coming
to a close.

“I can’t imagine being
anywhere else,” Mauri said.
“It was the highlight of my
week.”

“It feels like I just kind of
blinked and they grew up,”
she added.

With 22-year-old Taylor
heading to the University of
Utah this fall and 18-year-old
Tanner leaving to serve a
two-year mission for The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in the Phil-
ippines in July, this single

mother of two is transition-
ing into an entirely new
stage of life as an empty
nester. Yet she doesn’t see
her role as her sons’ support
system changing too much.

“I can’t imagine not being
their cheerleader, no matter
what they’re doing,” Mauri
said. “You don’t have to be in
the dugout to be their cheer-
leader.”

Since the early days of
T-ball, soccer and flag foot-
ball when Taylor was in first
or second grade, Mauri has
been thankful her boys
chose sports as an outlet
because she loves sports.

“I’d much rather be at a
ball field than a dance recit-
al,” she said.

Not only that, Mauri cred-
its the strong character dis-
played by each of the boys’
coaches, and the interac-
tions they had with their
teammates, as some of the
best influences in their lives.

“I took great comfort
knowing they were with
such great men of good char-
acter (who taught) them not
just the sport, but teamwork
and everything that goes
along with the game.”

If you ask the boys, how-
ever, it is their mother who
is among their greatest in-
fluences.

“I think she has given us a
great example for what we
should be like as parents
also,” Taylor said.

Tanner agreed.
“Me and my mom have

always been really close.

She’s really like one of my
best friends,” Tanner said.
“A lot of people complain
about their parents, but I
really have nothing to com-
plain about.”

When Taylor considers
what it was like to see his
mother after serving an LDS
mission to Nicaragua, his
emphatic response gives a
clear indication of the im-
portance he places on their
relationship.

“That was the best mo-
ment of my life seeing my
mom again after two long
years,” Taylor said.

As Mauri moves to the
sidelines now in a different
sense — offering motherly
advice and support from a
distance farther than the
ball field stands — Taylor
said he knows she will al-
ways be there for him and
his brother. And her words
of wisdom will continue to
influence their lives.

“She always told us to be
kind,” Taylor said, “and that
we can do hard things no
matter what they might be.”

Tanner has similar
thoughts about Mauri’s ad-
vice.

“You can turn around
someone’s day by smiling or
saying ‘hi’ to them,” Tanner

said, paraphrasing one of
the lessons his mom taught
him. “My mom has always
been a really good example
of being kind to everyone.”

Now that life is pushing
her into the next phase of
parenthood, Mauri has a bit
of advice for anyone, re-
gardless of their life stage.

“Enjoy every second and
don’t miss a thing,” Mauri
said.

When people ask Mauri
what she plans to do after
the boys leave home, her
joking response is usually,
“whatever I want.”

But in reality she knows it
will be strange not living her
life at the ball fields where
she has made some of her
closest friendships with
other parents. She plans to
continue supporting some of
the students that her sons
played alongside. In addi-
tion, she plans to work on
her reading endorsement
this summer to enhance her
abilities as a first grade
teacher at Sandstone Ele-
mentary.

Perhaps in time Mauri
will select a new hobby. But
for now if you ask about her
favorite things to do, the
answer will involve watch-
ing her sons playing with
some kind of ball.

“They love it,” Mauri
said, her voice catching with
emotion. “Watching your
kids do something they love
so much is fun.”

Follow Lisa on Twitter
@SpectrumLisa.

Taylor, left, and Tanner Webster, pose for a portrait Friday with their mother, Mauri Webster at Walt Brooks Stadium on the campus of Dixie
High School. JUD BURKETT / THE SPECTRUM & DAILY NEWS

Mom: the ultimate
cheerleader Mother of Dixie High

athletes makes it a point
to always be there

By Lisa Larson
larson@thespectrum.com

“I can’t imagine 
not being their
cheerleader ... ”
MAURI WEBSTER
Mother


