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SALT LAKE CITY — More than three
decades after the idea was first discuss-
ed, general managers at seven Utah ski
resorts announced Wednesday they are
committed to finally building a series of
chairlifts that would link their ski areas
and give the state a European-style
experience.

But it won’t be available to skiers
anytime soon.

Utah ski officials made clear during
a news conference that it’s a concept,
not a plan, with no hard timeline. Doz-
ens of key decisions still need to be
made, and the project will require per-
mits and approvals from government
officials. One general manager said he
thinks it could take a decade to com-
plete.

The project is expected to cost up to
$30 million, paid for entirely by the
resorts, said Nathan Rafferty, president
of Ski Utah, a trade organization repre-

senting the ski resorts.
It would link Alta Ski Area, Brighton

Resort, Canyons Resort, Deer Valley
Resort, Park City Mountain Resort,
Snowbird Ski Resort and Solitude Moun-
tain Resort. Skiers who buy one pass
would have access to 100 lifts, 750 ski
runs and more than 18,000 skiable acres.

By combining 25 square miles of
terrain, the Utah resorts could offer
North America’s largest skiing complex
— three times the size of Vail, Colo., and
twice as big as Whistler Blackcomb in

British Columbia.
Rafferty said it would create an ex-

perience unique to North America. In
Europe, lifts connecting ski areas are
common. In the U.S., a daily pass to a
ski resort usually confines you to that
resort no matter how close a neigh-
boring resort is.

If completed, the linking lifts would
bring the spotlight to Utah’s ski commu-
nity and put it in prime position to lure 

Utah chairlift plan would link 7 ski resorts
By Brady McCombs
Associated Press
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Test your travel knowledge with a weekly
travel quiz from Gary Sorensen, regional
manager for Morris Murdock Travel.

1. In the 1500’s Ponce de Leon came to
Florida in search of what?

2. Which Hawaiian Islands were formed
by volcanoes?

3. Which country is completely surround-
ed by Italy?

4. The Straits of Gibraltar separate which
two bodies of water?

5. T/F American citizens are not allowed
to visit Cuba?

6. What will happen if you throw a coin
in Trevi Fountain in Rome?

7. Which country has the following:
crisps, dingos, Sheilas and a Waltzing
Matilda?

8. Gyros are traditionally made in which
country?

Answers are on C5

TRAVEL TRIVIA

XILITLA, Mexico — At the end of a
long, dirt road in Mexico’s northeast
jungle, two spiral staircases appear,
leading nowhere amid an ornate con-
crete structure. Giant concrete fleur-
de-lis flank a path, and tall bamboo-
shaped columns surround a house with
no walls. Oversize plaster orchids are
in permanent bloom, while a natural
waterfall ceaselessly flows down a
mountain.

This is Las Pozas, a dreamy, little-
known garden of surreal art, where
sculptures evoke the ruins of ancient
Greece but are overrun by exotic jun-
gle plants. It was created by the late
Edward James, a British multimillion-
aire and arts patron who favored surre-
alists like Rene Magritte and Salvador
Dali.

“Mr. Edward wanted to bewilder,”
said Carlos Barbosa, a park guide. He
thought of the park “as a joke to a fu-

ture civilization.”
And visitors are bewildered by Las

Pozas, located on a 100-acre hillside
where the Sierra Madre mountains and
coastal plains of the northeast state of
San Luis Potosi meet.

“I had seen videos and documents
but I didn’t expect it to be so impres-
sive,” said Vida Arellano, a tourist
from the northern state of Chihuahua.
“Once you are here, you are enveloped
by nature, the sculptures, the architec-
ture ... it transports you to a different
mental state.”

The ferocity of the jungle in these
hills of the Sierra Madre has destroyed
many structures in the garden. But
that didn’t bother James, who liked to
think that future archaeologists would
discover his lost city and wonder what
kind of civilization had built it, Barbosa
said.

James inherited a fortune from his
father and used the money to support 

Art garden in Mexican jungle surreal

This Jan. 31 photo shows an ornate
stairway in Las Pozas, a dreamy,
little-known garden of surreal art. AP

By Teresa De Miguel Escribano
Associated Press
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choose between “Small Shares” like
mushroom and prosciutto flatbread,
and “Large Proteins” like Wagyu
skirt steak with chermoula and
fluer de sel. One of the highlights of
the Saturday brunch menu is
smoked trout hash with cured fish
grilled with spinach, onions and
potatoes. 

Sodalicious
One of the most popular places in

When you think of a getaway
to Provo, what usually
comes to mind is a visit to

the BYU campus, going to a sport-
ing event, hitting outdoor recreation
spots like Timpanogos Cave or hit-
ting one of the many spots noted for
ice cream and milk shakes. 

While Utah County will always
be known for those things, there’s
also an offbeat side of Provo that
can make for a fun day or weekend.
This other side of Provo includes
hip restaurants, soft drink concoc-
tions you never would have imag-
ined, killer burritos, some of the
best hot dogs you’ve ever had, Euro-
pean art, an influential indie-rock
club and even some surfing. 

Communal
Communal is one of a large col-

lection of unique restaurants in the
downtown Provo area. This eatery
focuses on taking products sourced
fresh from local farms and serving
them up in a “communal” fashion
with entrees served in portions big
enough for sharing and appetizers
delivered tapas-style on small
plates so everybody can try lots of
tastes. 

The Communal lunch menu fea-
tures sandwiches such as the
smoked turkey club topped with
cranberry chipotle aioli, while din-
ner gives the diner a chance to

The ropes course at Provo Beach Resort lets visitors walk on rope and wood bridges two stories above the ground while being harnessed into a secure, steel tracking
system. COURTESY PROVO BEACH RESORT

PROVO HAS A HIPSTER SIDE
OFFBEAT PART OF PROVO CAN MAKE FOR A FUN DAY OR WEEKEND
Kathleen Curry 
and Geoff Griffin
Travel Brigade
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