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When you’re in the
heart of Zion Na-
tional Park here in

Southern Utah, being sur-
rounded by towering cliffs
hundreds of feet above you
is an amazing feeling. Ven-
ture across the Atlantic
Ocean, and you get that
same feeling in the moun-
tain village of Engelberg,
Switzerland. In this case,
though, you’re surrounded
by the Swiss Alps rising up
more than 10,000 feet. 

In Engelberg, you can’t
give somebody directions
by saying, “It’s over there,
by the mountains,” because
there are mountains every-

where you look. The icing
on the cake, so to speak, is
that the peaks are covered
in snow or glaciers year
round. 

While Switzerland has
amazing modern cities like
Zurich or Geneva, visitors
can have the quintessential
Swiss experience in Engel-
berg ( www.engelberg.ch/en),
located at the base of Mt.
Titlis, by taking a two-hour
train ride from Zurich Inter-
national Airport. It’s a part
of Switzerland where the
traditions still hold strong,
right down to the cows that
have bells tied around their
necks, providing a mountain
melody for anyone passing
by. 

This is a country that
understands travelers may
have an authentic and vin-
tage experience in mind

when they visit. As a result,
some of the hotels, such as
Hotel Alpenclub ( www.al-
penclub.ch/e), are labeled
“Classically Swiss,” mean-
ing they have traditional
Switzerland accommoda-
tions, food and decor — just
like you imagine it. 

Mt. Titlis
Mt. Titlis towers over the

town of Engelberg, standing
at more than 10,000 feet at
its peak. You can reach the
top using the Titlis Cable-
ways ( www.titlis.ch/en). The
company that operates the
cableways also offers skiing
and summer activities on
the mountain and celebrat-
ed its 100th anniversary in
2013. 

During the summer, guests can row boats on Lake Trubsee, which sits midway up Mt. Titlis. PHOTOS

COURTESY OF TITLIS CABLEWAYS

CLASSICALLY SWISS
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE OFFERS SIGHTS,

SOUNDS AND TASTES OF SWITZERLAND

The Rotair gondola rotates 360 degrees while taking guests up
more than 10,000 feet to reach the top of Mt. Titlis. 

Kathleen Curry 
and Geoff Griffin
The Travel Brigade

See BRIGADE, Page C3

Test your travel knowledge with a weekly
travel quiz from Gary Sorensen, regional
manager for Morris Murdock Travel.

1. What is the name of the world’s larg-
est?

2. True or False: Construction on the
Panama Canal was started by France.

3. Johannesburg is located in which
country?

4. The island Mykonos is part of which
country?

5. What is the name of the long, narrow
country on the west side of South Amer-
ica?

6. Which two major airlines officially
merged last week, forming the largest
airline?

7. Which language do residents of Tahiti
speak?

8. What do the Arctic and Antarctic
circles mark?

Answers on Page C3.
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As I sit in my office and run year-
end reports, I can’t help but
think about how fast the year

went. It seems like we were just set-
ting our resolutions for the new year,
and now it is time to start over again. 

Many business owners may dread
running statistics and end-of-year re-
ports, but I actually enjoy it. When I
see the list of vacations we’ve helped
our clients with during the past year, I
can’t help but feel a sense of gratitude.
The list represents hundreds of pas-
sengers who trusted us to help them
plan their vacations and create memo-
ries that will last a lifetime. 

Some of the vacations, like hon-
eymoons, celebrated new beginnings,
and, sadly, some were last trips in-
tended to create memories before
loved ones passed on. From family
reunions on cruise ships and corporate
incentive trips to the islands to groups
of friends traveling together on river
cruises and escorted tours, our custom-
ers enjoyed amazing vacations around
the globe. 

A few days ago, I sat down with
employees Mary and Lauren to go over
our reports, and we came up with our
Top Ten for 2013. The trips listed are
some of the best vacations we arranged
for our customers this year.

» American Cruise Lines: In May, a
single lady boarded the American Spir-
it ship and took a river cruise on the
Puget Sound and San Juan Islands
itinerary. As a single person, she was
taken care of by the crew and fellow
guests. She experienced beautiful
scenery, pleasant weather and excel-
lent cuisine. She loved the friendly
crew and fun shore excursions includ-
ed throughout the beautiful Pacific
Northwest.

» Australian Outback cruise and
tour: A group of friends traveled to-
gether Down Under, where they took a
pre-cruise land tour through the Out-
back of Australia. They stopped at
Alice Springs, a city one of the trav-
elers had dreamed about visiting since
childhood. They continued on and vis-
ited multiple cities around New Zea-
land. They had a fabulous time trav-
eling with wonderful friends. 

» British Open Cruise: In July, two
golfers and their spouses cruised and
golfed their way through the British
Isles with Azamara Cruises for two
weeks. They stopped at well-known
courses, K-Club — Palmer Course,
Royal County Down, The Carrick on
Loch Lomond, Castle Stuart and Kings-
barns in St. Andrews. Of course, the
highlight was watching Phil Mickelson
win the final round at Muirfield.

» Canadian Rockies: In August, two
passengers said goodbye to the rising
desert heat and left for the lush, green 

Travelers took great vacations in 2013
Celece
Seegmiller
The Travel Connection
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