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T AT&T INC 36.15 -.28 29.95-38.58
ABT ABBOTT LABS 33.46 -.68 28.25-35.29
BP BP PLC 40.66 -.42 36.25-47.17
BAC BANK OF AMERICA 12.56 -.01 6.72-12.66
BRK/B BERKSHIRE HATH B 102.12 -.67 78.21-104.25
CTL CENTURYLINK INC 34.20 -.17 32.05-43.43
CVX CHEVRON CORP 119.13 -.55 95.73-120.26
CSCO CISCO SYST 21.67 -.26 14.96-21.98
KO COCACOLA CO 38.76 -.07 34.97-41.25
COP CONOCOPHILLIPS 59.15 +.08 50.62-62.05
COST COSTCO WHOLESALE 101.68 -.07 81.98-105.97
DIS DISNEY 56.83 -.75 40.88-57.82
XOM EXXON MOBIL CORP 88.77 -.60 77.13-93.67
FDX FEDEX CORP 107.29 -1.78 83.80-109.66
GCI GANNETT CO 21.70 -.06 12.17-22.00

GE GEN ELECTRIC 23.25 -.19 18.02-23.90
GOOG GOOGLE INC 807.79 -6.51 556.52-844.00
HOLX HOLOGIC 22.01 -.31 16.18-23.96
HD HOME DEPOT 69.35 +.30 46.37-71.45
INTC INTEL CORP 21.26 -.12 19.23-29.27
IBM IBM 213.21 -1.71 181.85-215.90
JNJ JOHNSON & JOHNSON 78.81 -.38 61.71-79.24
LOW LOWES COS 38.74 -.07 24.76-39.98
MCD MCDONALDS CORP 98.57 -1.10 83.31-99.70
MRK MERCK & CO 43.63 -.46 37.02-48.00
MSFT MICROSOFT CORP 28.10 +.07 26.26-32.89
NEE NEXTERA ENERGY 74.12 -.35 59.88-74.55
PEP PEPSICO 76.68 -.36 64.27-77.41
PFE PFIZER INC 28.04 +.02 21.40-28.38
PG PROCTER & GAMBLE 76.16 -.18 59.07-77.77

STR QUESTAR CORP 23.47 +.02 17.20-24.05

SRE SEMPRA ENERGY 78.76 -.26 57.85-79.75

SKYW SKYWEST 16.09 +.45 6.25-15.71

SYY SYSCO CORP 33.78 -.08 27.05-33.88

MMM 3M COMPANY 105.41 -.99 81.99-106.88

UPS UPS CLASS B 85.43 -.04 69.56-85.70

USB US BANCORP 34.13 -.09 28.58-35.46

UTX UTD TECHNOLOGIES 92.77 -.51 70.71-93.50

VZ VERIZON COMM 48.75 +.73 36.80-48.77

WMT WALMART STRS 72.25 -.25 57.18-77.60

WAG WALGREEN CO 42.43 -.15 28.53-42.95

WFC WELLS FARGO & CO 37.76 -.44 29.80-38.20

ZION ZION UTAH BCP 25.27 -.29 17.45-25.86
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in Chicago before he moved to Cody.

Enjoy outdoor recreation
Cody in the late winter and spring

abounds with a great mixture of cold-
and warm-weather activities. Ice
climbing is a hidden gem in the area,
with many waterfalls along the South
Fork of the Shoshone river freezing
into what can be described as beautiful
ice sculptures, or pitches, as the pros
call them. Some of them rise hundreds
of feet. Some are almost free-standing
columns of ice that develop in the slots
that don’t get much sun.

Nervous to try your first climb?
Don’t worry, take a guided trip with
Jackson Hole Mountain Guides (406-
270-9167,www. jhmg.com, co-
dy@jhmg.com), who will provide all of
the equipment you need, including
cramp-ons, shoes that let you dig into
the ice and gain traction. The guides
also have everything you need to stay
safe. Once you find yourself doing
something you previously thought was
impossible — climbing straight up a
sheet of ice — you start feeling like
you can accomplish anything.

If you prefer snow rather than ice,
the Sleeping Giant Ski Area (348 Yel-
lowstone Highway, 307-587-3125,
www.skisg.com) has three lifts for
skiing and snowboarding as well as a
terrain park. There are also a series of
cross-country ski trails in the area.

Cody also offers many other winter
activities, such as snowmobiling, fish-
ing, rock climbing and mountain bik-
ing, depending on the weather. Check
outwww.yellowstonecountry.org for
information. While on the site, also
take a look at some of the scenic drives
and wildlife watching that can be had
while going almost any direction in the
area.

Stay at historic hotels
You can get a sense of the history of

Cody at the Chamberlin Inn (1032 12th

St., 888-587-0202,www.chamberli-
ninn.com), a 24-unit boutique hotel that
has been in Cody in one form or anoth-
er for more than 100 years. Ev and
Susan Diehl purchased the property in
2005 and began a meticulous restora-
tion that combines all of the charm and
elegance of historic decor with all of
the technology and conveniences a
21st-century guest could want. They’ve
also installed a Spirits Lounge and Bar,
a great place to relax. When the weath-
er warms up, guests can hang out in
the beautiful garden area.

Buffalo Bill’s Irma Hotel (1192 Sher-
idan Ave., 800-745-IRMA,www.irma-
hotel.com) is on the National Register
of Historic Places and is the most nota-
ble landmark along Cody’s main drag.
You can sleep where Buffalo Bill and
many other famous historical figures
once stayed or enjoy the food and am-
biance of the Buffalo Bill Bar, Silver
Saddle Saloon or Irma Grill.

Eat buffalo on the range
When it comes to dining, there are

many options that offer local flavor
and a fun atmosphere. One of the most
notable is the Terrace (525 W. Yellow-
stone Ave., 307-587-5868), which has a
colorful history going back to the days
when it was known as The Bronze
Boot. In the present day, it’s the place
to find unique dishes, such as buffalo
meatloaf topped with cranberry chi-
potle or grilled salmon with a honey-
cinnamon glaze. Make sure to try one
of the salads with the house-made
huckleberry vinaigrette.

The Rib & Chop House, (1367 Sheri-
dan Ave., 307-527-7731,www.riband-
chophouse.com) is in the heart of town
and as the name implies, there are
plenty of great choices for carnivores.
The owners have a connection to Loui-
siana, so there are also fun Southern
dishes, such as LSU pasta jambalaya
and a fried shrimp po’ boy.

For history learning, wildlife watch-
ing, recreation or simply relaxation,
Cody can be an excellent choice as a
getaway destination any time of year.

Kathleen Curry and Geoff Griffin
host the Travel Brigade Radio Show.
Find them on Twitter @TravelBrigade.

The Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyo., is five different museums devoted to
the American West in one location. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS GIMMESON FOR BBHC
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found the opposite. When I am kind
and humble, they are very willing to
help me. I have seen visitors that have
been bold and demanding and immedi-
ately all the locals forget how to speak
English!

Travel Deals: There are still a few
great deals on Alaska cruises this sum-

mer, but the dates are limited. Celebri-
ty has a promotion for cruises depart-
ing June 1 throughMarch 31, 2014,
with a free beverage package, up to
$300 shipboard credit or free gratu-
ities — you choose! If you book
Europe, you get to choose two of these!
Must book by April 15.

Gary Sorensen is a regional man-
ager for Morris Murdock Travel. Con-
tact Morris Murdock Travel at 595 S.
Bluff St. in St George, call 628-3633 or
email gsorensen@morrismurdock.com.
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CHICAGO—The planned shutdown of
up to 238 air traffic control towers
across the country under federal budget
cuts will strip away an extra layer of
safety during takeoffs and landings,
leaving pilots to manage the most criti-
cal stages of flight on their own.

The towers slated to close are at
smaller airports with lighter traffic, and
all pilots are trained to land without
help by communicating among them-
selves on a common radio frequency.
But airport directors and pilots say
there is little doubt the removal of that
second pair of eyes on the ground in-
creases risk and will slow the progress
that has made the U.S. air system the
safest in the world.

It’s not just private pilots in small
planes who stand to be affected. Many
of the airports in question are serviced
by major airlines, and the cuts could
also leave towers unmanned during
overnight hours at some big-city air-
ports such as Chicago’s Midway and
General Mitchell Airport in Milwaukee.
The plans have prompted airlines to
review whether the changes might pose
problems for commercial service that
could mean canceling or rescheduling
flights.

Without the help of controllers, risk
“goes up exponentially,” said Mark Han-
na, director of the Abraham Lincoln
Capital Airport in Springfield, Ill.,
which could see its tower close.

As part of the spending cuts that
went into effect this month, the Federal
Aviation Administration is being forced
to trim $637 million for the rest of the
fiscal year that ends Sept. 30. The agen-
cy said it had no choice but to subject
most of its 47,000 employees, including
tower controllers, to periodic furloughs.

Representatives of the FAA declined
to discuss the effect of the cuts with
The Associated Press. In two recent
speeches and testimony before Con-
gress, FAA Administrator Michael
Huerta stressed that safety remained
the agency’s top priority. But many in
the aviation sector are frustrated that
the political brinkmanship in Washing-
ton has affected such a sensitive area of
aviation.

JimMontman, manager of the Santa
FeMunicipal Airport, which is on the
list for tower closures, said the absence
of controllers raises the risk of midair
collisions “or some sort of incident
where somebody lands on the wrong
runway. … That critical link is gone.”

Hundreds of small airports around
the country routinely operate without
controllers, using procedures in place
since the earliest days of aviation. Pilots
are trained to watch for other aircraft
and announce their position over the
radio during approaches, landings and
takeoffs.

But past crashes, however rare, have
exposed weaknesses in that system.

On Nov. 19, 1996, a 19-seat United
Express flight landing in Quincy, Ill.,
collided with another twin-engine tur-
boprop that was taking off. They
slammed into each other at the intersec-
tion of two runways, killing all 14 people
aboard the two planes.

The National Transportation Safety
Board concluded the probable cause

was a failure of the pilots in the out-
bound flight to monitor the radio fre-
quency for air traffic and to properly
scan for other planes.

“If a tower was there, it’s highly like-
ly that that accident would have been
prevented,” said Hanna, who became
director of the Quincy airport about two
years after the crash and before moving
to the job in Springfield.

The air traffic control facilities that
could be closed were chosen because
they are at airports with fewer than
150,000 flight operations per year. They
are located in nearly every state.

The first round of closures is expect-
ed to target 173 of those towers that are
run by third-party contractors, rather
than FAA staff. That process could start
early next month.

Those airports had until Wednesday
to put forward arguments for why their
towers should stay open, but the bar is
high and few are thought to be likely to
escape the cuts. A final decision on the
list is set for Monday.

The airports can choose to pick up
the cost to keep their towers open, but
few are expected to be able to afford
that.

Beyond the airfields, somemayors
are concerned about the impact on tour-
ism if tower closures lead to the loss of
passenger service. And there are wor-
ries of other effects, including whether
medical helicopter pilots might stop
using airports without tower control-
lers.

Rep. Aaron Schock, an Illinois Re-
publican whose district includes the
Springfield airport, said the FAA’s oper-
ational budget has grown about 40 per-
cent over the past decade and there’s no
reason it can’t operate safely under the
automatic spending cuts, known as se-
questration.

“Any action by the Obama admini-
stration that does jeopardize safety is
more evidence that the White House is
implementing the sequester in ways to
only score political points,” Schock said.

Robert Poole, an aviation expert at
the Reason Foundation think tank, said
the effect could be minimal for some
small airports that have been overdevel-
oped as a result of politicians bringing
money home fromWashington.

In addition to round-the-clock tower
closures, overnight shifts could be elim-
inated at 72 control facilities, including
at much larger airports such as Midway,
which sees an average of 50 flights daily
between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m., nearly all of
them passenger flights operated by
carriers that include Southwest and
Delta.

That raises the possibility that full-
size jetliners could be landing there
without any help from controllers.

Airlines have yet to say whether they
will continue offering service to air-
ports that lose tower staff.

Chicago pilot Robert McKenzie, who
has a commercial license but primarily
flies a small Cessna, has a lot of experi-
ence landing at smaller airports without
control towers.

Doing so involves a lot more concen-
tration, he said. Pilots have to watch for
other aircraft, take note of weather
conditions, look for debris on runways
and make calls over the radio — all
while operating their own plane.

An American Eagle jet taxis to a gate past the control tower March 12 after landing at the
Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport in Springfield, Ill. SETH PERLMAN / AP

Air traffic tower
closures likely
to strip safety net
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