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Yellowstone National
Park draws millions
of visitors from all

over the world every sum-
mer. On their way to the
park’s east gate, many peo-
ple travel through Cody,
Wyo. They may grab a meal
and stay over, but what they
may not realize is that there
is so much more to do in and
around Cody, whether it’s
summer, spring, winter or
fall.

There are enough di-
versions and activities that
Cody makes for a great
getaway in its own right.
With hour-long daily SkyW-
est flights from Salt Lake
City to Cody, it’s an easy
enough place to get to.

Learn aboutWestern
history

The Buffalo Bill Histori-
cal Center (720 Sheridan
Ave., 307-587-4774,
www.bbhc.org) is often re-
ferred to as “The Smithsoni-
an of the West” because it’s
really five museums—Buf-
falo Bill Museum, Cody
FirearmsMuseum, Draper
Museum of Natural History,
Plains Indian Museum and
Whitney Gallery of Western
Art — all together under one
very large roof.

The collections are so
extensive, it must hold some
kind of record for largest
museum in a town of under
10,000 people. It’s of the size
and caliber you’d expect to
find in a major city, com-
plete with state-of-the-art,
interactive exhibits.

In any one section of this
collection of museums you
can learn about William F.
Cody, who was so many
things besides Buffalo Bill.
The museums offer visitors
the chance to see more than
3,400 guns, including the
Winchester Arms Collection,
experience what it feels like
to be at different elevations
throughout Yellowstone,
walk through a three-story
display showing different

aspects of life for the Plains
Indians and look at a gallery
filled with pieces by some of
the biggest names in West-
ern art.

Heart Mountain Interpre-
tive Center (1539 Road 19,
Powell, 307-754-8000,
www.heartmountain.org) is
where 14,000 Japanese-
Americans were confined
duringWorld War II. Their
important story is power-
fully told in first person in
an introductory film,
through exhibits and in
various re-creations of life
in the camp. There is also a
memorial walking trail that
gives visitors a sense of how
large the complex was and
includes an Honor Roll mon-
ument that recognizes those
who served duringWorld
War II while their families
were at Heart Mountain.

The CodyMural Visitor
Center (1719 Wyoming Ave.,
307-272-2002) features a
mural that covers a 36-foot
domed ceiling that high-
lights the history of The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. The mural
was painted by Edward T.
Grigware, who wasn’t a
member of the LDS Church
but was a well-known artist

There are many fun activities for children at the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyo. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS GIMMESON FOR BBHC
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The outdoor courtyard at the Chamberlin Inn is a great place to hang out and enjoy an afternoon.
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A Yellowstone ecosystem trail is located at the Draper Museum of
Natural History. PHOTO COURTESY OF SEAN CAMPBELL FOR BBHCSee CODY, Page C2

Thefirst time I remember
seeing the Eiffel Tower
was as a child in the

movie “The Great Race” with
Jack Lemon and Tony Curtis.
The crazy race finished at the
Eiffel Tower, and I thought it
was a huge, incredible struc-
ture.

Arriving in Paris for the
first time, I could see the tower
in the distance, rising up over
the rest of the skyline as if it
were guarding the City of
Lights. Its unique architecture
made it look like it was made
from an enormous Erector Set.

The last time I was in Paris,
my wife, Lori, and I stayed at
hotel about a half-mile walk
from the Eiffel Tower. The
enjoyable walk was through a
tree-lined park, where Pari-
sians were playing spirited
games of Les Boules. As we
approached the tower, it rose
far above the surrounding
buildings that are only a few
stories tall. It was a clear day
and from the observation deck,
you could look out for miles in
every direction at the beautiful
city and the meandering Seine
River.

We enjoyed strolling along
the gently flowing Seine as we
experienced the city. Lining the
Seine River are local artists
creating their works and sell-
ing them to tourists. Yes, we
bought one.

Throughout Paris, there are
intimate little cafés where
people would sit outside enjoy-
ing their delightful French
pastries and wonderful bread.
We visited Paris in the late
springtime, so it was warm and
before the busy tourist season.

We window shopped along
the tree-lined Champs-Elysees,
as it led us to the 162-foot-tall
Arc de Triomphe that was com-
missioned by Napoleon in 1806.
The Arc is a monument to the
French victories and to their
generals. Also on the plaza is
the last resting place of the
French Unknown Soldier. Don’t
try to cross the traffic circle
here; there are 10 major roads
that all come together and the
traffic is nuts; take the un-
derground walkways.

A must-see in Paris is the
Musee du Louvre art museum.
It always amazes me when I
see artwork that is hundreds of
years old and the collection
here is second to none. Many of
the world’s most famous paint-
ings are displayed; I was sur-
prised at how small the Mona
Lisa painting was. Plan plenty
of time, the museum is incred-
ible and the amount of artwork
is staggering.

Everyone has seen pictures
of Notre Dame Cathedral, but
seeing it in person was impres-
sive. The construction started
in the 12th century and it is
beautifully situated on an is-
land in the Seine River.

Getting around Paris is easy
with the city’s extensive sub-
way system. We would walk
until we got tired and then hop
on the subway and take it the
rest of the way. I recommend
an escorted tour of not only
Paris but one that includes
more of France. You can get
tours that visit Normandy,
Lyon, Bordeaux, Nice, The
French Riviera and more.
There are also river cruises
down the Seine that begin in
Paris and make a stop near
Normandy. Enjoy Paris in any
season but especially in the
spring — your trip will be tres
magnifique.

Travel Tip: People have said
the French are rude, but I have

Gary
Sorensen
Gary’s
Travel Tips

Visit
Paris
during
spring
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