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During the summer, people
flock to Moab from all over
the world to take in the in-

credible beauty of the area. Interna-
tional tourists get off buses in Can-
yonlands National Park to get an
up-close look at Mesa Arch. Parking
lots get filled to overflowing at Arch-
es National Park, as people endure
the summer heat to take a walk
through Park Avenue, hike up to
Delicate Arch or get great photos of
Double Arch.

Summer is not the only time these
awe-inspiring attractions are open to
the public. They’re on display in the
winter as well. The difference? You
can haveMesa Arch all to yourself.
You might see a few people on the
short hike to Double Arch. You can
walk through Park Avenue without
worrying about the heat, and instead
enjoy the way the sunlight feels
warm on your face in the cooler air.
You can look at the view up to Del-
icate Arch and appreciate the way
the sunlight plays off snow drifts and

red rocks. Best of all, when you call it
a day, you can head into town and
find hotels offering great off-season
rates, restaurants without wait times
and outfitters offering year-round
tours.

Get the best this global draw has
to offer by driving less than four
hours from Cedar City or less than
five from St. George for a 48-hour
itinerary in Moab.

Friday night
Arrive and check in at one of a

variety of hotel options. Big Horn
Lodge (www.moabbighorn.com, 550 S.
Main St., Moab, 259-6171) makes it
easy to get to shops and restaurants
in town and out to the parks. The
Gonzo Inn (www.gonzoinn.com, 100
W. 200 South, 259-2515), also in town,
has a fun feel with a modern decor
and stunning views of the surround-
ing landscapes. Another option is to
head out of town and get a room over-
looking the Colorado River at the
famed Red Cliffs Lodge (www.red-
cliffslodge.com, 259-2002).

Once you’ve dropped your bags,
head over to Blu Pig (www.

Snow drifts near Mesa Arch in Canyonlands National Park reflect the light at sunrise. PHOTOS COURTESY OF JON FULLER

W INTER G LORY
Moab-area parks offer
great adventures, fewer
visitors this time of year

ABOVE:
Balanced Rock
at Arches
National Park
sits above the
snow during
the
wintertime.

RIGHT: Light
comes up on
the red rocks
and snow of
Fiery Furnace
at Arches
National Park.
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This past weekend, many
people gathered in Mes-
quite hoping to see beau-

tiful hot air balloons rise above
the desert landscape at the
balloon festival. Sadly, mother
nature did not cooperate and
the balloons did not go up due
to the rain, wind and unusual
fog.

Like a child on Christmas
morning, I was up at 5:30 a.m.
on Saturday and again on Sun-
day waiting for the weather to
clear. This was my opportunity
to cross another item off my
bucket list with a hot air bal-
loon ride. Although I did not get
the opportunity to go up, I at-
tended the night glow Saturday
evening, which was quite spec-
tacular. Although I’ve seen the

balloons in the distance, I did
not realize howmassive they
were until I was up close
watching the process of them
rising.

As the colors came to life in
the night sky, I could not help
but think about a tour that I
have scheduled for October. It
is the Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta, one of the most notori-
ous balloon festivals in the
country. Each October, the

skies of NewMexico are paint-
ed with hundreds of balloons as
they lift off from Fiesta Park.
The Albuquerque Balloon Fies-
ta is dazzling during the day,
but the spectacle of hundreds
of hot air balloons is even bet-
ter when they light up at dawn
and dusk.

This tour begins in Albu-
querque, N.M., and not only
features the Balloon Fiesta but
also includes the surrounding
area and Santa Fe.

As I learned this weekend,
balloon activity begins at the
crack of dawn. The first morn-
ing of the Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta is an early start at the
Fiesta Grounds with the

Don’t miss the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta

The Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta features more than 600 hot air balloons
from all over the world. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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