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Every great city devel-
ops its own identity in
the areas of food,

sports, architecture, arts
and entertainment. Chicago
is no exception. From deep
dish pizza to Willis Tower to
“Da Bears,” Chicago puts its
unique brand on things.
When it comes to arts and
entertainment, the Windy
City is known for producing
great improv/sketch come-
dians at Second City, the
amazing collection at the
Art Institute of Chicago, the
reflections of the city sky-
line found in “The Bean”
and being the place to see
Broadway shows before and
after they go to Broadway.

Nonstop flights to Chi-
cago take less than four
hours from Las Vegas and
just more than three hours
from Salt Lake City, so it’s
easy to get there and start
enjoying all the city has to
offer.

SecondCity
Comedians who have

come out of Second City
include the likes of Tina Fey,
Bill Murray, John Belushi,
Joan Rivers, Alan Arkin and
Amy Poehler. The lineup is
so strong that at one point in
the early 1990s, Stephen
Colbert was the understudy
for Steve Carell. Second
City has been running in
Chicago for more than 50
years — so long that the
institution is now up to its
100th revue, “Who DoWe
ThinkWe Are,” a mixture of
sketch comedy and improv.

“Second City is about
social-political satire,” says
Holly Laurent, an actor/
improviser in the current
show. “It’s about making
people laugh, but also about
making people think. Laugh-
ter can be such a disarming,
wonderful tool to end up
having a great conversation
with the audience.”

The cast has that con-
versation in a room that
packs in 350 people, with no
seat being more than about
50 feet from the stage.
There’s also the chance for
audience members to inter-
act with the cast during
various improv segments.
Besides the Main Stage,
Second City also offers oth-
er venues and shows.

“At the end, I hope it
feels like we all had an expe-
rience together,” Laurent
says. “Nothing feels better
than to laugh about life.”

Art Institute of Chicago
The Art Institute of Chi-

cago could be considered a
first-rate museum if only
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The lights of the Chicago skyline are reflected in the sculpture “Cloudgate” at Millennium Park. CITY
OF CHICAGO

Holly Laurent, left, and Katie Rich perform at Second City in Chicago. CLAYTON HAUCK / SECOND CITY

IF YOU GO
SECOND CITY

» Online:www.secondcity.com.

» Address: 1616 N. Wells St.,
Chicago.

» Telephone: 312-337-3992.

THE ART INSTITUTE OF
CHICAGO

» Online:www.artic.edu.

» Address: 111 S. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago.

» Telephone: (312) 443-3600.

BROADWAY SHOWS

» Online:www.broadwayinchi-
cago.com or www.theatreinchi-
cago.com.

See CHICAGO, Page C2
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Well, it is official: The holi-
day season is here. For some, it
may have started in October
when the stores put up their
Christmas displays before the
Halloween costumes were put
away. For others, it may have
started on Black Friday (well,
Thursday for those who just
could not wait until midnight).
And others yet, like myself, are
taking the Nordstrom philoso-
phy of just celebrating one
holiday at a time. That means it
is time to deck the halls, attend
parties and programs and find
the perfect gifts for everyone
on your list.

I am sure the last thing on
manyminds is planning a vaca-
tion in the midst of it all. Be-
lieve it or not, there are some
incredible savings about to
expire before the end of the
year and now is the time to take
advantage and save. Just as the
wise men presented three gifts,
I want to share three end-of-
the-year offers that anyone
would love to find under their
tree on Christmas morning.

Save up to $1,000 with Gen-
eral Tours when you book and
pay in full before Dec. 31. If
you are considering a vacation
off the beaten path with unique
experiences along the way,
then General Tours is a compa-
ny to consider. General Tours
specializes in small group trav-
el with never more than 16
guests.

Their itineraries range from
the Galapagos to an African
safari and everything in be-
tween. Nineteen new itiner-
aries are planned for 2013 and
include: Capri, Sicily andMalta
by yacht; St. Petersburg, Mos-
cow and Lake Baikal; The Inca
Trail to Machu Picchu; and
Easter Island and Patagonia.

We have had many custom-
ers travel with General Tours
this year and everyone re-
turned with wonderful reviews.
General Tours can help you
cross those items off your
bucket list and help you create
vacation memories that last a
lifetime.

Viking River Cruises 2013
Early Booking Discount pro-
gramwill expire Dec. 19. Re-
ceive up to two-for-one cruise
pricing and up to two-for-one
airfare deals on 2013 itiner-
aries. Select 2014 itineraries
receive the same discount and
a $500 air savings. If you want
to learn why river cruising is
one of the most popular ways to
travel, now is the time to take
advantage of the savings.

Because the vessels are
limited to approximately 150
passengers, the space sells
quickly and inventory is lim-
ited. Regardless if it is tulips
and windmills in the spring,
Paris and Normandy in the
summer or Christmas markets
in the winter, Viking offers a
wide range of itineraries for
everyone.

Just yesterday, Celebrity
Cruises announced their
Christmas Gift Card program.
This would make a wonderful
gift for those on your list who
love to cruise. Celebrity will
double the value up to $500
when the card is used to pur-
chase a cruise by Jan. 31, 2013.

With a choice of itineraries
that offer over 260 worldwide
destinations, such as the
breathtaking wilderness of
Alaska, visiting the old world of
Europe or even sailing from
island to island in the Carib-
bean, travelers are sure to find
the perfect vacation.

On four- to seven-night sail-
ings, Celebrity will match gift

Celece
Seegmiller
The Travel
Connection

Three
travel
gifts to
consider

See TRAVEL, Page C2


