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What makes for a great
family vacation? How about
whooshing down slides at a
giant water park, riding
roller coasters at a theme
park, attending a sea lion
show at an aquarium, riding
bumper boats, playing glow-
in-the-dark miniature golf,
ice skating, tasty restau-
rants, a variety of shopping
options and a fun hotel
where the kids can sleep in a
bed shaped like an igloo?

While any or all of these
sound like fun activities,
you’d be hard pressed to
drag everybody from place
to place to do them all. At
the West EdmontonMall,
they’re all in one location,
under one roof.

That very big roof is
found in Alberta, Canada,
which is home to the largest
mall on the continent of
North America (bigger even
than the Mall of America in
Minnesota) and the fifth
largest in the world. Inside,
there are a number of other
“world’s biggest indoor”
distinctions — such as
world’s biggest indoor
amusement park and
world’s biggest indoor wave
pool.

With more than 800
stores and restaurants, if
West Edmonton was simply
a mall as we traditionally
think of it, it would still be
impressive and take two
days to work your way
through just shopping and
eating. However, at West
Edmonton, the shopping and
dining are just the begin-
ning of what there is to do.
The place is so gigantic and
varied that its website of-
fers suggested itineraries.

Activities and
attractions

As we walked through the
mall on our first day there

recently, we were initially in
awe of the size of the place.
Once we got our bearings,
we were surprised to see
people walking around with
wet hair and bathing suits,
looking like they’d just been
swimming. It turned out that
was exactly what they’d
been doing. World Water-
park not only sits in the
mall, spectators can even
watch what’s going on in the
park thanks to a gigantic
glass wall on one side.
There’s even a deck where
parents can walk right in
from the mall to check on
their kids without having to
pay for entrance to the park.

World Waterpark has the
aforementioned wave pool
surrounded by 17 water
slides and 24 different activ-
ities. Regardless of what’s

happening outside, the park
is a tropical 82 degrees. The
highlight, for thrill-seekers
anyway, is the Cyclone.
Riders stand in a chamber
that is locked and unlocked
by a guard. A voice counts
down, “3-2-1” and the floor
of the chamber drops out,
sending the rider on a 50-
foot drop before they come
back up and around in a
360-degree twist.

If you find that exciting,
you’ll also find plenty of
attractions to keep you
amused at Galaxyland,
which has more than 24
rides and attractions. The
headliner is Mindbender, the
world’s largest indoor triple-
loop roller coaster, which
rises to 14 stories at its peak.

We found that we could
easily enjoy two days just

doing Galaxyland andWorld
Water Park, but that was
just the start of all there was
to do. Kids always love an
aquarium and Sea Life Cav-
erns lets them go under-
ground in the mall to look at
more than 100 species of sea
creatures. When they come
back up, they can watch an
interactive show at Sea
Lions’ Rock.

This being Canada, it
would seem that an ice rink
is required, and the mall has
the Ice Palace, a glass-
domed rink where you can
skate or just sit back and
people watch from the spot
in the center of this mega-
mall.

Other attractions and
activities include a replica
of Columbus’ Santa Maria
ship, two miniature golf
courses, bumper boats and
the Ropes Quest course that
lets adventurers climb high
up on a metal structure
while still having the safety
of being attached to a har-
ness.

The best way to

The World Waterpark has the world's largest indoor wave pool. The entire park is just one portion of the gigantic West Edmonton
Mall. PHOTOS COURTESY OF WEST EDMONTONMALL

Family vacation
under one roof

Sea Life Caverns in the West Edmonton Mall has a sea lion show that kids will enjoy.

Kathleen Curry
and Geoff Griffin
For The Spectrum & Daily News
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IF YOU GO
» Edmonton Economic Development Corporation: (800) 463-
4667,www.edmonton.com.

» West EdmontonMall: (780) 440-5200, 1755, 8882 170 Street,
www.wem.ca.

» Fantasyland Hotel: (780) 444-3000, 17700-87 Avenue,www.fanta-
sylandhotel.com.

2610 S. Pioneer Rd.
435.674.1206 • DICKEYS.COM
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BUY 1, GET 1

FREE

(435) 652-3300
WWW.TUACAHN.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/TUACAHN

THRU
OCT 31

TUACAHN PRESENTS ODYSSEY
DANCE THEATRE'SWEAR A

COSTUME on
OCT 31 and
SAVE 50%

Plus, receive a FREE
Souvenir Cup. (Fill it up for
just 50¢) Promo code: TH50

Enter the
COSTUME
CONTEST

to win
FREE
TICKETS

Oct 31 at 8PM

I love cruising! It is as sim-
ple as that. I am going on a
cruise in the next few weeks
and I am taking my family on a
Caribbean cruise over spring
break. It is so easy, the food is
amazing, you unpack once and
you wake up in a different
country nearly every morning.
Where do you cruise to when
you have cruised the typical
itineraries? I want to tell you
about some new itineraries that
might just catch your interest.

If you love the Caribbean,
Princess Cruise Lines has a
variation on its typical 10-day
cruise. The ship, which departs
on Jan. 17, 2013, stops in St.
Barts, St. Kitts, Tortola, Anti-
gua and St. Lucia. It is on the
smaller Pacific Princess, which
holds only about 700 passen-
gers. These are great destina-
tions and you won’t have to
fight the crowds of a mega
ship.

Holland America has a 12-
day cruise from Copenhagen to
Amsterdam stopping in Nor-
way, Scotland and Ireland. This
cruise departs July 20, 2013,
and cruises the incredible Nor-
wegian Fjords; Oslo and Ber-
gen in Norway; The Shetland
Islands of Scotland; Glasgow,
Scotland; Dublin, Ireland; and
Waterford, Ireland.

Celebrity Cruise Lines has
an 18-day Sydney to Honolulu
cruise that stops at Noumea in
New Caledonia, Bora Bora,
Moorea and Tahiti. It then stops
in Maui before reaching Hono-
lulu. This cruise departs April
8, 2013. Celebrity also has a
14-day cruise Feb. 17, 2013,
from Buenos Aires, Argentina,
to Ushuaia, Argentina, and then
spends four days cruising the
waters of Antarctica. On the
return, it stops in the Falkland
Islands andMontevideo, Uru-
guay.

Holland America has a 29-
day cruise from Los Angeles to
Hong Kong, beginning Sept. 23
and stops in Hawaii, the Mar-
shall Islands, Pohnpei Microne-
sia, Guam, Saipan, Japan and
Okinawa and Shanghai, China.
You can take the ship back to
Los Angeles for a total of 72
days, with the return trip stop-
ping in Vietnam, Singapore,
Brunei, Malaysia, Manila and
Cebu in the Philippines, Yap
Island, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji,
Tahiti, Moorea and the Marque-
sas.

If you want a real adventure,
try either Princess or Holland
America’s around-the-world
cruises, which sail for 100 to 110
days and visit incredible coun-
tries and experience wonderful
cultures as you circumnavigate
the globe. We have booked
clients from St. George on the
world cruises and they can’t
stop raving about their amaz-
ing adventures. One couple is
going on their second world
cruise because they liked the
first one so much.

Wherever you want to go,
there are cruises that will take
you there. There are short
cruises, long cruises, huge
ships and small ships. There
are river cruises and trans-
atlantic cruises. I can’t wait for

Gary
Sorensen
Gary's Travel Tips

Unusual
cruises
offer new
options
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