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S
outhern California theme
parks, especially Dis-
neyland, beckon kids of
all ages and now is the
perfect time to plan a trip.
There are many new

things at the parks this year and
you’ll want to check them all out. We
made a recent run through some of
the parks, and here were some of the
highlights.

Disneyland andDisney’s
CaliforniaAdventure

Disney’s California Adventure
Park opened Cars Land in mid-June
and people are still banging down the
door for the Radiator Springs Racers
ride. When we visited on a recent
weekday, the fast passes, which allow
riders to come back at a later time
for a shorter wait, were already gone
by 9 a.m .Non-fast pass waits were
more than two hours.

The Racers ride mixes together
storytelling for kids with thrills for

adults in a combo that both can enjoy
together, something Disney is known
for doing so well. Riders travel in,
you guessed it, a car, with the first
part of the ride featuring indoor
interactions with the characters from
the “Cars” movies. The second part
of the ride moves outdoors and the
cars race on a life-sized slot track
that has plenty of twists and turns.
The same technology is used here
that was used on the famous Fast
Track ride at DisneyWorld in Orlan-
do.

Cars Land has two other rides,
Luigi’s Flying Tires, sort of a giant
air hockey game, andMater’s Junk-
yard Jamboree, a children’s ride.

Another notable addition to Cali-
fornia Adventure are the GlowWith
the ShowMickeyMouse ears that
can be purchased in the park. The
ears light up and are synched up with
the “World of Color” show and light
up in different colors at different
times. They are also set to light up at
different times while walking
through Cars Land at night.

While California Adventure is
getting all the love this summer be-

cause Cars Land is a big deal, who
doesn’t love the classic rides of Dis-
neyland? What’s old is new, as one of
Disneyland’s most iconic landmarks,
the Matterhorn, which just came
back from amulti-million dollar ren-
ovation, has new cars that now hold
three people instead of two and each
train has two cars linked together so
a party of six can all ride together.
The mountain climbers are also back
on the mini-mount for the first time
in years.

Universal Studios Hollywood
Because Universal Studios Holly-

wood sits right next to a working film
studio, it comes as no surprise that
the highlights of the park involve
film and film technology. Transform-
ers 3-D continues that tradition. Even
though you know you’re on a ride in a
controlled environment, you’ll still
find your stomach flip-flopping and
your heart in your throat as you
move through a series of high-in-
tensity interactions with the world-
famous mechanical characters.

If you haven’t been recently, Jim-

my Fallon is now the host of the Stu-
dio Backlot Tram Tour and makes
this classic ride even more fun.

SeaWorld
The new Turtle Reef lets you come

face-to-face with beautiful sea turtles
in an underground exhibit. At the
end, there are interactive activities
and turtle video games for the kids.

SeaWorld is noted for combining
rides with education about marine
life and the newManta ride does just
that in spades. The ride begins with
an indoor multimedia presentation
that has giant manta rays swimming
all around you before you bolt off
into an outdoor roller coaster that as
plenty of hair-raising twists and
turns. After you’ve recovered from
that, you can touch a manta ray in an
outdoor exhibit.

Legoland
It will be easy to tell who’s a Utah

fan and who’s a BYU fan at Lego-

Disney characters, from left, Pluto, Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Goofy and Donald
Duck, welcome visitors at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. SCOTT BRINEGAR / DISNEYLAND

Cars Land features three immersive family attractions showcasing characters and
settings from the Disney-Pixar film “Cars.” PAUL HIFFMEYER / DISNEYLAND

Riders take
a plunge on
the Pirate
Reef
attraction at
Legoland.
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S. California trip has one theme:
Have fun at several parks

Kathleen Curry and Geoff Griffin
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As I stepped out of the car, I
was immediately blasted by the
brisk, cold wind as I ran to the
enclosed observation area and
passed puddles in the parking
lot that were covered with ice.
The landscape looked like it
could be on a far away planet,
desolate but colorful. As I
looked out over the ocean, the
brilliant sun was quickly sink-
ing into the horizon, creating
spectacular shades of orange
and red. Darkness fell quickly,
and soon, I was covered by a
blanket of bright stars in the
sky. The air was so clear and
there were no lights to inter-
fere, so I had an incredible

sparkling show. Frommore
than 10,000 feet in elevation,
the day was unforgettable.

Most people won’t believe it,
but this experience actually
took place on the Island of
Maui in the Hawaiian Islands.
The volcanic crater of Haleaka-
la majestically stands guard
over the wonderful beaches

and quaint towns of Maui. This
is Haleakala National Park and
it has a winding road you can
take to the summit.

Maui has so much to offer.
Maui and the North Shore of
Oahu definitely have the best
beaches in Hawaii. I also love
seeing the whales as they come
December through February to
winter in the channel between
Lanai, Molokai andMaui. There
are whale-watching tours that
are absolutely amazing. We
must have seen 30 to 40 whales
the last time we went. Most of
the tours depart from the old
whaling town of Lahaina where
you will also find great shop-

ping, fun restaurants and a
huge banyan tree that covers
an entire city block. From La-
haina, there are also exciting
snorkeling and diving trips out
to the semi-submerged volcano
coneMolokini, as well as to
other great sites where you can
view the rainbow of colors of
the fish and coral. The water is
always the perfect temperature
for me, not warm, not cool, just
refreshing.

A day trip, and I mean a day
trip that is wonderful but long,
is taking the road to the small
village of Hana. The distance is
a little more than 50 miles, but
the challenge is the road is a

very narrow two-lane road with
more than 600 turns and 46
one-way bridges. It will take
you 2! hours each way if you
don’t stop, but of course you
will want to stop. The views are
breathtaking, the dense green
rain forest is beautiful and
there are water falls, steep
cliffs, remarkable ocean views
and jagged peaks. The beauty
along the drive is unmatched,
but don’t try to hurry your trip;
you will only get frustrated. A
fewmiles beyond Hana is an
area of the Haleakala National
Park sometimes referred to as

From incredible views to beautiful beaches, Maui is a great getaway

Gary
Sorenson
Gary's Travel Tips
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