
those I was flying with were
bringing their “A game” and
knew their stuff inside and
out. I was immediately reas-
sured by the crew's detailed
attention to safety.

Not one of the crewmem-
bers took their responsibilities
lightly and completed their
individual duties deftly with
complete precision and profes-
sionalism just like every other
crew and fire team I’ve
worked with so far. What’s
interesting about the Moki
Initial AttackWildland Fire
Fighting Force is that they are
just like all firefighting re-
sources — they just happen to
arrive at the fire in a different
way.

Once we were in flight, I
was impressed with the logisti-
cal challenges I heard Chappy
managing through the radio
traffic between the pilot and
“South Zone” dispatchers (or
St. George) and Color Country
Dispatch located in Cedar
City—the ultimate hub of wild
fire communications in South-
ern Utah and Northern Arizo-
na fromwhich incident com-
manders order resources and

coordinate logistics.
The most awesome part

about flying this fire was see-
ing first-hand what 35,000
acres of charred sage and
pinyon juniper looked like
from the air. When you consid-
er that one acre is near the
equivalent to the size of a foot-
ball field, that blackened,
charred landscape seemed
endless — an intimidating
prospect when compared with
our wildland fire fleets that
otherwise seem so massive,
now dwarfed in flight by the
distance from air to ground.

The only writing conserva-
tionist author Edward Abbey
penned that ever stuck with
me seemed a fitting analogy
from this view, comparing
man’s efforts to the “industry
of ants.” Yet despite the size
and enormity of this fire from
the air, the crews continued,
nose-to-the-ground, fighting
back the fire undaunted.

The 35 miles of remote,
backcountry topography that
lay between St. George and the
fire included a diverse range
of deep canyons and rugged
mesas, terrain that seemed
overwhelming from the hu-
man perspective when consid-
ering the effort necessary to
access the fire to quell those
flames.

As we flew across this ter-
rain, I marveled at the awe-
some power and wonder of
nature's most powerful forces
which not only give life to such
a magnificent fire with a bolt
of lightning, but also delivers
the deluge of rainfall that
could douse the flames and
subdue the fire in sheets and
buckets of rain.

By the end of the flight,
what surprised me was the
reason I enjoyed the flight the
most because it really wasn’t
the usual breathtaking per-
spective of nature and its
forces, though that was cer-
tainly one of the greatest “wow
factors” of the trip.

What I came away with was
a renewed appreciation for our
wildland firefighters, not only
the Moki Helitack crews, but
for all of the combined skills of
so many unnamed firefighting
staff that make this system
such a well-oiled and efficient
machine.

Each unit or department
supports the other and makes
it possible for each crew or
team to function at its highest,
most effective level resulting
in successful fire management
on massive fires such as the
35,000-acre Hobble Complex.

Email Rachel Tueller at
sports@thespectrum.com.

DUTIES OFMOKI HELITACK
» Initial Attack/Fire suppression

» Cargo delivery or “sling loads” that deliver supplies such as additional
firefighting tools such as chainsaws, Pulaski’s, hand tools and extra caches of
food and water.

» Recon Missions. The ship enables Fire Incident Commanders to obtain a big
picture of logistical challenges, access potential, efficient resource utilization,
direction of fire, etc.

» GPS missions or mapping total acreage

» Extraction or crew transports. The ship may fly engine crews, hand crews,
or smoke jumpers in and out of a fire.

» Bucket work

MOKI HELITACK FACTS
»Moki Helitack is a Type 3 Helicopter which carries from 100-150 gallons of
water for fire suppression; a Type 2 may carry from 200-250 gallons, a Type 1
can carry from 500-1,500 gallons.

» The ship itself is an “exclusive use” helicopter which is contracted out with
a vendor for 90 days. The contractor also provides a pilot who flies the ship.
The contracted pilot and the Interagency Helitack firefighters work together
as a team throughout the fire season.

» Helitack crews are used in the same way other engine crews. All are used to
assist on fires within the Color Country Fire Management Area and may be
requested on any other fires nationally as needed.

» Established in the 1980s.

2012MOKI HELITACK CREWMEMBERS
» Cory Johnson, Superintendent

» Jeremy Chapman, Assistant Superintendent

» Adam Hyatt, Seth Larowe, Troy Davis, Alex Van Voorhis-Horn, Nate Peck,
Jamie Davis, Ethan Stephenson, Logan Johnson, Kassidy Thompson, Xavier
Garcia, David Bee (Detail)

Gems
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On a budget?

www.BoulevardHome.com

Located Inside
Boulevard
Home Furnishings
435-986-3222

Get Bargain Prices
EVERYDAY!

12 Sofas Styles
at$399

TetonMountain Bike Tours ( tetonmtbike.com, 800-
733-0788) takes advantage of this geographic fact by
being located right on the edge of town on Cache
Street. From this location, you literally only have to
walk your bike across the street to get started on all
types of bike paths —mountain, dirt or paved— and
away you go.

For those who just want a paved, moderately easy
ride while enjoying the scenery, there is a paved trail
running 20 miles out to Jenny Lake. Once there, you
can explore the lake, enjoy a packed lunch or get re-
freshments there.

For those who want to kick back and enjoy the wa-
ter and views, Mad River Boat Trips has a 13-mile float
trip with no rapids. A guide takes care of everything
as you go along the calm part of the river. Those look-
ing for adventure will want to try Mad River’s “8-Mile
Whitewater” trip, which can also be combined with a
riverside dinner when the trip is done.

Grand Teton National Park is famous for its wild-
life. Finding opportunities to see animals increase
when you’re with somebody who knows where to look
and what to look for. Teton Science Schools, a non-
profit dedicated to science education and research,
offers wildlife expeditions staffed by biologists who
are studying the animals, and therefore have a good
idea of where they might find them.

You can listen to a radio show Kathleen Curry and
Geoff Griffin broadcast from Jackson Hole by going to
TravelBrigade.com. Follow Kathleen and Geoff on
Twitter @TravelBrigade.

Jackson
Continued from C8
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ST. GEORGE 7-DAY FORECAST ALMANAC
Temperature St. George Cedar Cit

Precipitation (in inches)

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

UTAH CITIES

CEDAR CITY 7-DAY FORECAST

NATIONAL FORECAST

SUN AND MOON

NATIONAL CITIES

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Shown is today’s weather.
Temperatures are today’s highs

and tonight’s lows.

The higher the AccuWeather.com
UV Index™ number, the greater the
need for eye and skin protection.
0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High;
8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m.

UV INDEX TODAY Fillmore

Overton

Las Vegas

PageHildale

Grand Canyon N.P.
Tuba City

Kayenta

Zion N.P.
Blanding

St. George

Rich!eld

Kanab

MoabMilford

Cedar City

Lake Powell

Capitol Reef N. P.

Enterprise

Lake Mead

Bryce Canyon N.P.

Beaver

Escalante

Chinle

Green River

Brian Head

Mesquite

Last FirstFull New

Aug 9 Aug 24Aug 1 Aug 17

High 100° 92
Low 72° 55
Normal high 102° 90
Normal low 76° 57
Record high 112° (1931) 100° (1975
Record low 54° (1913) 50° (1939

24 hrs ending 6 p.m. 0.00 0.00
Month to date 1.07 1.84
Normal month to date 0.39 0.64
Year to date 2.82 5.57
Normal year to date 5.19 6.25
Record for date 0.69 (1964) 0.69 (2011

Statistics are through 6 p.m. yesterday

90° 91° 90°

THU

Partly sunny,
showers
around

93° 54°91° 60°

WED

Partly sunny

57°

TUE

An afternoon
t-storm in
spots

SUN

Sunshine and
patchy clouds

89° 54° 63°

MON

Partly sunny

57°

SAT

Mostly
sunny and
seasonable

TODAY

A t-storm
around in the

p.m.

91° 57°

THU

Partly sunny
and very
warm

106° 75°102°100°101° 74°

SAT

Partly sunny

101° 75° 76°

MON

An afternoon
t-storm
possible

SUN

Sunny to
partly cloudy

102° 73° 76°

TUE

Clouds and
sun

102° 80°

WED

Mostly sunny

TODAY

Partly sunny

Albuquerque 90 68 t 88 69 pc
Anchorage 69 56 pc 69 57 pc
Atlanta 94 75 t 95 73 pc
Billings 93 65 pc 93 64 pc
Boise 96 64 pc 95 63 s
Boston 81 69 t 80 65 c
Chicago 84 67 pc 84 63 pc
Dallas 100 78 pc 102 78 s
Denver 94 65 t 94 65 pc
Detroit 83 65 t 86 61 pc
El Paso 93 73 t 91 73 t
Honolulu 88 72 s 88 73 s
Kansas City 92 67 s 95 73 s
Las Vegas 104 84 s 105 85 s
Los Angeles 76 60 pc 77 61 pc
Miami 92 79 s 92 79 pc
Minneapolis 80 64 pc 84 70 pc
Nashville 93 69 t 92 68 pc
New Orleans 91 77 t 92 76 pc
NewYork City 89 73 t 86 73 t
Oklahoma City 101 76 t 102 76 s
Phoenix 106 88 pc 105 86 pc
Portland, OR 76 58 pc 78 56 pc
San Francisco 66 53 pc 69 54 pc
Seattle 71 55 pc 74 54 pc
Washington, DC 96 75 t 94 74 pc

Forecasts and graphics provided
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2012
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104/84

97/7489/64

83/49
89/65

88/64
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89/65

101/75

91/61
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98/7195/61

91/57

98/75

92/65

90/62

106/80

80/47

88/59

89/64

90/66

98/69

69/46

104/73

Today Sat.

Escalante 89 64 pc 89 64 pc
Kanab 92 63 s 93 64 pc
Logan 91 57 pc 93 54 s
Manti 90 59 t 91 59 pc
Milford 95 61 s 95 62 s
Moab 98 71 pc 96 73 t
Monticello 83 58 t 80 63 t
Ogden 93 70 s 93 69 s
Price 90 61 t 89 59 pc
Provo 92 64 s 92 62 pc
Salt Lake City 94 70 s 96 70 s
Tooele 93 64 s 93 62 s
Vernal 90 59 pc 90 60 t
Wendover 94 69 s 93 65 s

Today 6:36 a.m. 8:46 p.m
Saturday 6:36 a.m. 8:45 p.m
Sunday 6:37 a.m. 8:44 p.m

Today 3:46 p.m. 1:10 a.m
Saturday 4:51 p.m. 1:59 a.m
Sunday 5:51 p.m. 2:55 a.m

Today Sat.

ing, why go anywhere
and get more lost?

Marching Boy Scouts
into wild terrain for 20
years, I thought of plac-
ing a whistle around ev-
ery neck. Then I thought
better of it. You know
what would happen.
Turns out I didn’t need to
do that.

In taking Scouts per-
haps 500 miles into the
wilds during my lifetime,
I’ve never had a boy lost.
The point is to assign a
buddy system, as well as
explain the general ter-
rain. If you hike up a
stream, don’t panic. Easy
enough to go back down
that same stream.

If you need to build a
fire in wet conditions,
look under things. A
friend and I got the su-
preme test a few years
ago when we woke up in
the dark on aWyoming
mountain to find water in
the tent not dripping
from above, but soaking
us from beneath. The tent
had two inches of water
on the floor. My friend
brought a very leaky
cover over our heads.

The only way to get
warm and dry the sleep-
ing bags was to build a
fire. But we knew if the
bottom of the tent was
wet, most everything
outside of it would be as
well.

We were right. At least
we had the foresight to
pitch our home among
trees. Something not on
the ground, but near it
would be dry enough to
kindle. We focused on
branches beneath
branches and soon got a
roaring fire going. I
should add that with snow
still coming down, it
helped to build that fire
from a candle.

Matches lit in a bliz-
zard don’t last very long.

Candles do, and protect it
all in a tight plastic bag.

Sure maps are helpful,
but they must be read
very carefully. That
shortcut back to camp
might be a good idea, but
is that a line designating
a stream there? I’ve seen
such lines on mountain
maps that mean a 1,000-
foot deep canyon.

If a topographical
map, contour lines can
help. Watch for the eleva-
tion footage and look for
knobs or hills, which
match the higher num-
bers. Better still, check
your trail forward and
backward for such land-
marks when going in.

As for the old advice to
trap a rabbit in a snare
might work after you’re
too weak from hunger to
cook it, but it makes in-
teresting reading anyway.

Note: snares fashioned
fromwire, say a coat
hook, will catch fish. But
you have to find the fish,
not wait (like a rabbit) for
it to find you.

I have tried in the high
mountains to live off the
land. My buddy and I
caught brook trout, but
having no frying pan or
utensil to cook them in,
we tried to use a slab of
rock as a substitute. After
an hour and a half, we
found the fish slightly
warmed with no alumi-
num foil when normally
10 minutes on each side
would have done it.

Fortunately, we were
not that far from civiliza-
tion.

Next, what is really
important in a first aid
kit? Band-aids. Of course.
But what else? Triple
ointment to prevent in-
fection. Lanacaine or
duplicate for sores and
blisters. Clorox pills (four
to a quart of water) to
drink safely. Let it stand
for a fewminutes for
better taste.

One thing to always
include is a flashlight.
Pick one that works and

check the batteries. Last
fall, I had to put up a tent
in the dark and thought
my companion had
brought one. He hadn’t.

A trail in the woods
was mismarked, and we
wound up not reaching
our destination in day-
light. Fortunately, I had a
small flashlight in a re-
serve pocket, and it was
good thing our tent was
not one of those keep-
poking-a-pole-in-a-hole
type.

Nowadays we have
cell phones, but they may
not work behind a hill.

Yes, tell someone where
you are going and when
you expect to get back.
Draw a little map if the
designation doesn’t res-
onate. Hiking onto Indian
Peak or Pine Valley Moun-
tain from the back side is
not the same as taking an
hour’s stroll into the Des-
ert Tortoise Preserve.

We are not getting into
heavy survival techniques
here such as signaling a
rescue plane. But if these
rules are followed, most
back country ills would be
resolved or never even
happen.

Email Hartt Wixom at
ivins140@gmail.com.

Survive
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Hiking into
new terrain?
Keep track
of
landmarks
like the
mountain in
background.
HARTT WIXOM /
FOR THE
SPECTRUM &
DAILY NEWS


